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MANAMA, Bahrain (CNN) -- U.S. Navy snipers fatally shot three pirates holding an American
cargo-ship captain hostage after seeing that one of the pirates "had an AK-47 leveled at the
captain's back," a military official said Sunday.

The captain, who'd been held in a lifeboat
in the Indian Ocean since Wednesday, was
rescued uninjured, Nawy Wice Adm. Bill
Gortney told reporters.

Capt. Richard Phillips' ship, the Maersk
Alabama, was stormed by pirates 300 miles
off Somalia on Wednesday morning. He was
"resting comfortably" on the USS Boxer
after his rescue Sunday night, according to
the Nawy.

Phillips contacted his family and received a
routine medical exam after his rescue at
7:19 p.m. (12:19 p.m. ET), the Nawy Central

Capt. Richard Phillips, right, stands with U.S. MNawy Command said.
Crdr. Frank Castellane after Phillips' rescus Sunday. L wom MOSt POPUIar on CN N
"The captain is in good health. He's S 7
lofz » showered up and in a clean set of clothes,” ~ STORIES L
Gortney said in a telephone news

L]

conference from Nawy Central Command in Piest Viewrnd SRe st Ehaiied
Bahrain. oOfficial: Capt. saved from pirates
U.s. forces moved to rescue Phillips after seeing him in imminent danger on the lifeboat, Ex-Thai PM calls for revolt
Gortney said. A fourth pirate was negotiating Phillips' fate aboard the nearby USS
Bainbridge. Judge upholds Saudi child marriage

"While working through the negotiations process tonight, the on-scene commander from the
Bainbridge made the decision that the captain's life was in immediate danger, and the three
pirates were killed," Gortney said. "The pirate who surrendered earlier today is being
treated humanely: his counterparts who continued to fight paid with their lives."

Polar bear attacks woman at zoo
S5laying suspect's family shocked

The three pirates, who were armed with AK-47 rifles, were killed by shooters who were i it s A

aboard the Balnbrldge. Gortney said. 1= Watch how U.5. forces believed Phillips was in danger » Flu ends Thornton's Canadian tour

Don't Miss The on-scene commander gave the shooters approval to
open fire after seeing that "one of the pirates had an AK-47
leveled at the captain's back," Gortney said.

Bolivian leader in hunger strike
. In the Field Blog: Snippets
of fear and bravery

. Source: Pirates repel Tho fonirth nirate wae ahoaard the Bainhridoo moet af the dong

Harrelson: | thought he was zombie

@ Hostage captain rescu... &5 Bookl.gnumeric : Gnu...
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